Male accessory gland secretory proteins in nasuta subgroup of Drosophila: synthetic activity of Acp.
The quantity of male accessory gland secretory proteins in relation to the number of cells in the gland, size of the gland and the duration of copulation has been studied in seven members of the nasuta subgroup of Drosophila. The study revealed that the difference in the quantity of secretions is independent of the number of secretory cells in the gland. However, a positive correlation exists between the quantity of secretions and size of the gland; while there is no correlation between the copulation duration and the quantity of secretions. Further, there is an increase in the values of all the parameters studied, with increasing distance of the species from the ancestor.